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BURNING  GARDEN  REFUSE  IN  AUTUffl 

Every  fall  after  frost  and  maturity  have  brought  about  the  death 
of  the  leaves  and  tops  of  plants  in  the  flower  or  vegetable  garden, 
the  problem  of  disposing  of  these  vegetable  remains  comes  up  for  so- 
lution.    The  soil  expert  likes  to  see  all  waste  vegetable  matter  in- 
corporated again  in  the  soil,  not  only  for  its  plant  food  value  but 
also  because  it  furnishes  a  supply  of  the  necessary  humus.     On  the 
other  hand,  the  plant  disease  specialist  likes  to  see  garden  waste  dis- 
posed of  by  burning  so  as  to  destroy  as  far  as  possible  fungi  which 
cause  diseases  and  which  have  the  habit  of  living  over  winter  safely  in 
the  dead  parts  of  their  hosts. 

It  is  probable  that  one  should  keep  between  these  two  extremes 
and  follow  the  practice  of  burning  the  refuse  from  such  garden  plants 
as  are  likely  to  carry  disease  into  the  coming  year,  the  refuse  from 
all  other  plants  to  be  dug  under  as  the  soil  expert  advises. 

Among  the  plants  which  should  go  on  the  bonfire  are:  Potato  and 
tomato  stalks,  cucumber  vines,  beet  leaves,  beans,  asparagus  tops, 
celery  refuse,  and  from  the  flower  garden,  the  above-ground  parts  of 
hollyhock,  all  fallen  ro^e  leaves,  the  entire  aster  plar»t  including 
the  roots,  and  the  old  ^;ops  of  phlox.     Among  the  diseases  ^hich  this 
burning  will  help  to  control  are  potato  early  blight  and  wilt,  tomato 
leaf  spot,  cucumber  wilt,  beet  leaf  spot,  bean  anthracnose,  asparagus' 
rust,   early  and  late  blight  of  celery,  hollyhock  rust,  rose  leaf  spot, 
and  phlox  mildew. 

Plants  ^hich  may  be  dug  into  the  garden  soil  with  comparative 
safety  include:  leads,   tha  refuse  of  salsify,   spinach,  parsnip,  onion, 
horseradish,   corn,   lettuce,  turnip,   ca,ulif lower ,   cabbage  and  carrot. 
If  additional  vegetable  material  is  desired  and  a  good  supply  of  barn- 
yard manure  is  not  available,  the  leaves  of  shade  or  other  trees  make 
a  good  substitute.     While  these  leaves  often  carry  diseases,  none  are 
likely  to  affect  garden  plants  and  they  may  be  used  safely  as  a  source 


